
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing our Pre-AP students with a challenging and rewarding curriculum, the 
HISD Curriculum and Instruction Department, in collaboration with your child’s upcoming ELA teacher, has created a 
summer reading program for our incoming 7th Grade Pre-AP students.  We believe summer reading will both enrich 
students and create a strong foundation for the reading and writing we will be doing during the 2022-23 school year. 

Over the summer, the following books are suggested as possible choices that could be used for an optional extra credit 
assignment. In order to receive extra credit, students will need to complete a series of journal entries.  This assignment is 
will be due on Friday, August 12, 2022.  Please see the attached document for the detailed assignment and grading 
rubric that will be used to assess your child’s product. 

Students who need assistance in obtaining a copy of these books can visit the Huntsville Public Library.  These titles can 
also be found on Amazon, through e-reader downloads, and possibly even at Half Price Books.   

Huntsville ISD envisions our Summer Reading Program to be a catalyst for exposing students to high quality authors and 
texts, inspiring critical thinking, and maintaining the standard of an advanced curriculum.  Please encourage your child to 
complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for success for the 2022-23 school year.  Thank you for your 
cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 

Enjoy the summer! 

Sincerely, 

HISD Reading Language Arts 
Curriculum & Instruction Department 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HISD Vision: All students thrive as lifelong learners and global citizens prepared for the futures they create. 

• Crash by Jerry Spinelli
• The Giver by Lois Lowery
• The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake
• Code Talkers: A Novel about the Navajo Marines in World War II  by Joseph

Bruchac



7th Grade Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 
Due Friday, August 12, 2022 

The 7th grade Pre-AP summer reading assignment focuses on recognizing and analyzing literary elements within a literary 
text.

We have chosen this focus to reinforce skills you will use during the first two units of study. 

Project Assignment 
As you are reading your chosen text, you will analyze literary elements in a fictional text.

1. Read a piece of self-selected fiction. (You may choose from the above suggested list or choose your own novel as long
as it is at or above your current reading level. Refer to your end of the year diagnostic score if you are unsure.) Prior to
reading, identify information about the author, including any pertinent details about their background. Also, identify the
story topic and your ideas about the authors’ intended audience.

2. As you read, annotate for details that identify the setting, plot, including any foreshadowing or moments of suspense,
and characters. Note any inferences you can make about these elements.

3. Draw a plot diagram that identifies all of the major events in the plot of the story, including conflict(s) that arise(s) and
how and when they are resolved.

4. Above the plot diagram, diagram any changes in the setting of the story to correlate with the plot diagram.

5. Below the plot diagram, track the changes of the main characters to correlate with the major events in the plot of the
story.

6. In a written response (paragraphs), synthesize the information you have gathered and documented to address the
following questions using text evidence to support your answers:

• How do the characters in the story influence the events that take place? How do their actions/words/changes help to
advance the plot and resolve the conflict?

• How does the author use foreshadowing and suspense to move the plot along? How does this affect you as a
reader?

• How does the setting affect the characters and the events that take place?

 Evaluation criteria is based upon demonstrated ability to explain the relationship between the characters, setting, and plot 
development as well as the author’s use of foreshadowing and suspense. Please see the reverse side of this page for a 
standards based rubric for this project that outlines exactly how your child will receive his/her grade for this assignment. 



SECONDARY LITERARY READING COMPREHENSION RUBRIC 
*For graphic organizers, notes, annotations, short responses, etc.

Review the characteristics of each section of assessment criteria. Each bullet point is described in a 4-point level of achievement. It may be common for students to have different levels of achievement within one 
section of the rubric as well as across sections. After the criteria is applied to the product being assessed, determine an overall evaluation of “Accomplished”, “Satisfactory”, “Basic”, or “Limited”.   
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• Strong evidence of the use of a variety of
reading comprehension strategies such as
making predictions about the text, making
connections to the text, including internal
responses, questioning the text,
notetaking, and annotations, and
interpreting the author’s purpose,
audience, and topic

• Evidence of effective paraphrases,
summaries, and/or explanations of the
text

• Use of text evidence strongly supports
responses

• Some evidence of the use of a variety of
reading comprehension strategies such as
making predictions about the text, making
connections to the text, including internal
responses, questioning the text,
notetaking, and  annotations, and
interpreting the author’s purpose,
audience, and topic

• Evidence of some effective paraphrases,
summaries, and/or explanations of the
text

• Use of text evidence adequately supports
responses

• Limited evidence of the use of reading
comprehension strategies such as making
predictions about the text, making
connections to the text, including internal
responses, questioning the text,
notetaking, and  annotations, and
interpreting the author’s purpose,
audience, and topic

• Limited evidence of paraphrases,
summaries, and/or explanations of the
text

• Use of text evidence somewhat supports
responses or may be uneven or unclear

• Missing or a lack of evidence of the use of
reading comprehension strategies such as
making predictions about the text, making
connections to the text, including internal
responses, questioning the text,
notetaking, and  annotations, and
interpreting the author’s purpose,
audience, and topic

• Missing or limited evidence of
paraphrases, summaries, and/or
explanations of the text

• Use of text evidence is missing or limited
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• Clear, thorough, and accurate
identification of literary devices employed
by the author to establish literary
elements such as characterization, plot,
theme, etc. creates specific and insightful 
analytical interpretations of the text that
go beyond a literal interpretation

• Effective use of specific, relevant, and
well-chosen evidence of devices and
details substantiates the
interpretation/analysis

• Accurate interpretation of the author’s
theme and use of language 

• Thoughtful and engaging commentary
explains how the author’s use of language
supports/contributes to the theme and
other literary elements 

• All details contribute to understanding
what an author says and means as well as
and how an author says and means 

• Thorough understanding of the reading
task is evident

• Accurate identification of literary devices
and literary devices employed by the 
author  to establish literary elements such
as characterization, plot, theme, etc.
creates specific and sufficient analytical
interpretations of the text that go beyond 
a literal interpretation

• Sufficient use of specific, relevant, and
accurate evidence of devices and details
substantiates the analysis but may lack
completeness in areas 

• Mostly accurate interpretation of the
author’s theme and use of language 

• Somewhat thoughtful and engaging
commentary explains how the author’s
use of language supports/contributes to
the theme and other literary elements 

• Most details contribute to understanding
what an author says and means as well as
and how an author says and means

• Good understanding of the reading task is
evident 

• Some identification of literary devices and
literary devices employed by the author 
to establish literary elements such as
characterization, plot, theme, etc. with
some mistakes creates somewhat
superficial analytical interpretations of
the text that may overly rely on literal
interpretation

• Minimal, inappropriate, irrelevant, or
only partially accurate evidence of
devices and details creates an uneven,
somewhat unsupported text

• Somewhat correct interpretation of the
author’s theme and use of language 

• Limited or unclear commentary explains
how the author’s use of language
supports/contributes to the theme and
other literary elements 

• Some details do not contribute  to
understanding what an author says and
means as well as and how an author says
and means 

• Limited understanding of the reading task
is evident

• Little or incorrect identification of literary
devices employed by the author to
establish literary elements such as
characterization, plot, theme, etc. creates
unclear, simplistic, or and ineffective
analytical interpretations of the text that
may overly rely on literal interpretation

• Inappropriate, vague, irrelevant, or
insufficient evidence of devices and
details creates an unsupportive,
ineffective text

• Incorrect interpretation of the author’s
theme and use of language 

• Unclear or missing commentary may be
only weakly linked to how the author’s
use of language supports/contributes to
the theme and other literary elements 

• Many details do not contribute  to
understanding what an author says and
means as well as and how an author says
and means 

• Lack of understanding of the reading task
is evident 

40 pts

40 pts



 ACCOMPLISHED  SATISFACTORY  BASIC  LIMITED 

 20 pts  ●  Vivid  and  effec�ve  word choice
 suggests keen awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs and
 reliably contributes to quality/clarity

 ●  Purposeful, varied  , and
 well-controlled  sentences with
 consistent command of sentence
 boundaries enhance text

 ●  Appropriate  tone  for the wri�ng task
 ●  Consistent  command of spelling,

 capitaliza�on, punctua�on, grammar,
 and usage conven�ons

 ●  Minor  errors may be evident but do
 not detract from fluency or clarity

 ●  Mostly specific, concrete,  and
 generally effec�ve  word choice
 suggests awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs
 and usually contributes to
 quality/clarity

 ●  Varied  and  adequately controlled
 sentences with adequate command
 of sentence boundaries

 ●  Appropriate  tone for the wri�ng
 task

 ●  Adequate  command of spelling,
 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Minor  errors may be evident but
 create  few  (if any) disrup�ons in
 fluency or clarity

 ●  General  and  imprecise  word choice
 suggests only basic awareness of
 wri�ng purpose and genre
 characteris�cs and generally does
 not contribute to quality/clarity

 ●  Awkward  and  somewhat controlled
 sentences with par�al command of
 sentence boundaries

 ●  Somewhat  appropriate tone for task
 ●  Par�al  command of spelling,

 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Some  distrac�ng errors may be
 evident, crea�ng minor disrup�ons
 in fluency or clarity

 ●  Vague, limited  word choice suggests
 li�le or no awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs
 and may hinder quality/clarity

 ●  Simplis�c, awkward  , and
 uncontrolled  sentences with li�le or
 no command of sentence
 boundaries

 ●  Inappropriate  tone for the wri�ng
 task

 ●  Li�le  or  no command  of spelling,
 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Serious  and  persistent  errors create
 minor disrup�ons in fluency and
 some�mes distort meaning

 Total Point for Final Grade:  ______________________ 
 Teacher Comments  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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